Keeping older drivers
Safe and monile

Different appreaches te
communpIty, education




The road safety Issue

In 2003, 14% of City of Greater Geelong's
196,500 residents were aged 65+

Of these 27,500 residents, 80% or 22,500,
held licences

RIS age group made: Uprareunad 1v%) o
driVVer crashes
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The road safety Issue cont.

Compared to all drivers, those 65+ are
Invelved In a greater proportion of:

= Cross INntersection crashes - 42% v 33%
= crashes at giveway: signs = 141%, v 7%
= gl tuEnr crashes - 268% Vi 1.6%

= payimeE chashies — 65%6 Vi 6%, Peak
tIMES BEWEER SE5pPm
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Origins of the program

1995— 2001

» VISItS te clulbs by Road Safety Players
organised by RoadSafe Barwon (RSB)

= Plays accompanied by distrbution of Victerian
Older Driver Handbook and discounted
‘refresher lesson’ vouchers

2001 -20)02

Z SaleDrveriali=day, Seminars Became
avallaple — RS erganised 10N n tWeryears
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Origins cont.

20)0)2=7210)0)5

» brief iInformation sessions provided by RSB
voelunteers in cluls, with Handbeok & vouchers

» GP' seminars promoting ‘Assessing Fitness to
Drive’ resource; also distributed refiresher lessen
Veuchers through GP' practices

» three public seminars, with a totall off areund 400
PArLICIPaRLS
> appreciated keep drving e as leng as It s safe e de Se;
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Available education opportunities

» SafeDrive — 1.5-3 hours reguired

+ Years Ahead — | hour session,
ooked through RACY Melbeurme

2 \WISer PDrver — 2 ours x 4 Weeks for:
MaXIMUN o 20 pEepIe PE proegaim
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Addressing the need for a local
presentation

After consultation with
VicRoads Vulnerable
Road Users staff,

Does your club or group have: -
lecal greup reviewed e i iowns Aﬁt
SafeDrive material e 10=0
to fit a 45-minute VILIEGENE THGE T Ok e oF 00
presentation oo s GG o

pfaCt';es I; a copy of the Victorian
+ foadrules Older Drivers’ Handbook

C O m m e n C e d :;?ig:r:::iy and a voucher entitling

them fo a subsidised
and good health and driving - ‘refresher’ driving lesson

Premoeten Gl the ¢ pecies oo
SESsIenSs eanly/ 2006

+ driving and alcohol

Lfor  Ron Medson A= —_—
contact: Ph. 52532940  PRondSele FRETONG
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Local presentation

Safe driving practices

= Trip planning (left turns v right; avoid peak periods eg
school pick up & drop off)

= Roundaboeuts, merging, blind spots
\ehicle safety
= Salety ratings, seat & steering wheel poesition

Health and fithess
= \/ISion), reaction times, medications

Planning fier Change
= Becoming iamilias with puklic transport

Pedestrian; saiety
= Choeesing safe PIaCES 6] CIeSS
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Since 2006...

%» Around 16 sessions delivered per year, reaching
some 1200 older drivers

< Around 90 refresher lesson vouchers now
redeemed each year

2 Reguests er sessions new: alse received frrem word
off moeuth premaetien

2 Plan te) deliver public seminars each few years or
these Whe de net Beleng e a secial greup: er cluls
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Refresher lesson vouchers redeemed

160

140+

120-

100+

2047
O_ T

road safety plays - SafeDrive seminars - brief sessions and current presentations -
6 years 2 years seminars -4 years 2 years
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Refresher lessons

“ Experienced driving instructors primarily with
Occupational Therapy drive testing experience

“ At least one driving coencern typically noted
during each refresher lesson:

= fallure te undertake head check
= general lack of conifidence
= |ack ol knowledge using| reundabouts

“ Confidentiality IS ensernved

“wAnecdotal feedlvacks shewsra falry/ Righrievel ol
SeliF geVvernance: ok drving at Righi
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Conclusions

We are confident:

% TThe refresher lessons are effective Iin
identifying and coerrecting driver
shoertcomings

» JIhe read safety presentations are
reaching the [Aght audience anad: are
effective In promoting refresher lessens
and the Older Drver Handheok

z\Ve are reaching a signiiicant PropeRticn
et the targelr avudience
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