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Background

TAC conducted a  trial of public breath testers

Program assessed the potential value of access to 
breath testers and use of advertising on units to deliver 
road safety messages

Concerned with finding a means for public breath 
testers to be sustainable in commercial venues



Background

Involved placement of 50 breath 
testers in 50 venues

Placed in a wedge extending east of 
inner eastern suburbs of Melbourne 
to Healesville

Breath testers supplied and serviced 
by Premier Beer Systems and 
Services and Breathometer Pty Ltd

Trial was split into four phases



Right to Drive

Phase 1 – general drink 
drive advertising

Phase 2 – promotional 
material informing 
patrons of the presence 
of a breath testing unit in 
the venue



Right to Drive

Phase 3 – promotional material 
and additional general Police 
enforcement

Phase 4 – removal of all 
advertising material



Evaluation

Data downloads from the breath test units

Surveys were conducted at the end of each phase

Market research company conducted face to face 
interviews with patrons to assess: 

Awareness of breath testing unit
Usage levels
Possible barriers to usage



Evaluation Results

Drink Driving was perceived as an important issue

50% nominated the use of breath testing units as a way 
to reduce the likelihood of drink driving

This proportion increased with more intensive 
promotional material

Usage by patrons with BACs around .05 were 
influenced by promotional material 



Evaluation Results

Intensive material may prompt patrons to use the units 
the way a well located unit might be expected to prompt 
patrons to use them

Concerns about reliability and self awareness about 
alcohol consumption were barriers to usage

There were no detectable changes to usage levels 
when additional Police enforcement was conducted



Next Steps

Still to be determined

Some issues require follow up

A number of barriers still exist



Levels
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